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RAILWAY ALERT NETWORK

Class I Railroad Worker Reports Two Trip Wires Anchored to Track Spikes Near Harrisonville, Missouri

SECURITY AWARENESS NOTE – August 2022

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

The affixing of these wires – difficult to find even when looking for them, much less see while performing professional duties along the right-
of-way – presents a substantial hazard for railroad workers.  Reviewing reporting over the past year, five Class I railroads that operate inOn Friday, August 19, 2022, a rail worker discovered 

two trip wires – one high, one low – anchored to track 
spikes and signage along the right-of-way near the town 
of Harrisonville, Missouri.  The wires were marked with 
yellow tape by responding local law enforcement officers 
for photographic record purposes for the investigation of 
the incident.  The area at which the wires were affixed is 
in relatively close proximity to a homeless encampment. 

Select Security Incidents in Missouri Involving Tampering, and Vandalism   

Of note, during the past year, 
no discernable trend or 
pattern of similar reported 
significant safety or security 
concerns pertains in railroads’ 
reporting of wire-related 
incidents and offenses at or 
near their property – either 
in Missouri or nationally.  

Security Incidents in Missouri Since Late August 2021

Missouri have reported a total of 26 significant security concerns.  While most of 
these have involved tampering and vandalism, some have entailed threats, 
weapons findings, and risk of harm to people or property.


